MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
before a party member, who would consult the party
authorities. If they said the bath could not be built, the
whole matter would be dropped and nothing more heard
of it. If, on the other hand, the party said they were pre-
pared to consider it, then things would move. There would
be widespread propaganda; meetings would be arranged
which members of the rayon and Mossoviet would attend.
'The proposal would be advertised in wall newspapers.
Ultimately it would be brought up in the rayon soviet and
finally approved by the Mossoviet. The whole thing would
be advertised as a triumph of democracy and as proving the
wisdom and far-sightedness of the people!
It is remarkable that of the 100,000 "instructions** given
by the electors in 1934, not a single one complained of extrava-
gance or demanded a reduction in taxation. In Manchester
there was a bitter fight extending over several years as to
whether the city could afford a much-needed extension to
the Town Hall; in Moscow the Palace of Soviets, which
will be the most expensive building ever erected in Europe,
is being built (so far as we could find out) without one
protest against such extravagance: without one suggestion
that its erection should be deferred till enough houses have
been built to do away with the appalling overcrowding in
cellar dwellings. Is it not abundantly clear that the so-called
"instructions" are limited to such as are approved by the
party?
Let us now consider how a really big thing is dealt with.
The ten year plan for the reconstruction of Moscow was
discussed for four years from 1931 to 1935. It was discussed
in hundreds of public meetings held largely in factories and
in offices, it was discussed in special meetings of party
members^ and in the plenum of the Mossoviet. It was dis-
cussed at meetings of architects and other experts. Two
officials of the Mossoviet told me that they had addressed
respectively about fifty and a hundred public meetings on
the subject, and they assured me that any suggestions made
at those meetings were taken note of and carefully considered*
What does all this discussion amount to? From the point
of view of democracy, the important discussion should have
been at the plenum of the Mossoviet, where the minority
who disagreed with any part of the plan should have made
their view heard. Unfortunately, we were not able to get
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